
 
 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM:  James L. App, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Hurricane Katrina Disaster Relief 
 
DATE:  September 6, 2005 
 
 
NEED: For the City Council to consider community disaster aid for the victims of Hurricane 

Katrina. 
 
FACTS: 1. Hurricane Katrina has devastated large sections of the Southern coastline of the 

United States. 
 

2. Disaster authorities speculate this may be recorded as the single most devastating 
natural disaster in the history of the United States. 

 
3. The American Red Cross reports they are deploying the largest response in their 

history. 
 
4. The full extent of damage and human suffering cannot be calculated at this time. 

 
5. Paso Robles knows the trials associated with natural disasters, and the real benefit 

derived from outside assistance in emergency response and recovery. 
 

6. The City Council may consider extending aid to the victims of Hurricane Katrina 
via non-profit disaster response agencies. 

 
ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION: President Bush and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) have 

suggested that cash donations are especially helpful to the disaster response effort.  
FEMA has published a partial list of response agencies that can be a vehicle for cash 
assistance (Exhibit A).  In addition, FEMA cites the National Voluntary Organizations 
Active in Disasters as a source of other non-profit disaster response agencies – a roster 
their member agencies is attached (Exhibit B). 

 
 Also attached for reference are articles suggesting What’s the best way to help” 

(Exhibit C) and reporting a Memorandum of Understanding between FEMA and 
America’s Second Harvest establishing a formal ongoing relationship for the provision 
of food and supplies to victims of natural disasters (Exhibit D). 

 
POLICY  
REFERENCE: None. 
 
 



 
 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: An allocation, if authorized, may be drawn from General Contingency Funds. 
 
OPTIONS: A. City Council Determine What, if any, Assistance Paso Robles Extend to Victims 

of Hurricane Katrina. 
 

B. Amend, Modify, or Reject the Options Above. 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: Exhibit A FEMA’s Partial Listing of Non-Profit Disaster Relief Organizations 
 Exhibit B National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster Relief Roster of National Members 
 Exhibit C Article “What’s the best way to help” 
 Exhibit D America Second Harvest disaster response partnership with FEMA 


















